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SUB J : FISHING OFF FRENCH GUIANA: BRAZILIAN COMMENTS 
REFS. (A) STATE 116855. (B) BRUSSELS 4806 

1 . SUMMARY. NEW EEC FRENCH GUIANA FISHING REGULATIONS 
SEEM NOT HAVE MADE BRAZIL MORE FAVORABLE TOWARD A 
REGIONAL SHRIMP AGREEMENT. PRINCIPAL FACTOR APPEARS TO BE 
THAT BRAZIL HAS NO SIGNIFICANT SHRIMP OPERATIONS OF ITS OWN 
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OFF FRENCH GUIANA. END SUMMARY. 

2. ECONOFF PAID INFORMAL CALL JUNE 8 ON MARCELO DIDIER, 
FONMIN BASIC PRODUCTS DIVISION OFFICER IN CHARGE OF FISHING, 
TO DISCUSS BRAZILIAN REACTION TO EEC FRENCH GUIANA 
FISHING REGULATIONS AND ELICIT HIS COMMENTS ON OUT- 
LOOK FOR REGIONAL SHRIMP AGREEMENT IN LIGHT OF EEC 
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MOVE. 

3. ECONOFF STARTED CONVERSATION BY REMARKING THAT US 
FELT THAT EEC FRENCH GUIANA FISHING REGULATIONS WERE 
OVERLY RESTRICTIVE AND NOT BASED ON SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE. 

AND WONDERED WHETHER BRAZIL FELT THE SAME WAY. DIDIER 
IGNORED THIS DIRECT QUESTION AT FIRST AND INSTEAD 
REPLIED THAT BRAZIL RECOGNIZED THE EEC'S COMPETENCY 

TO ESTABLISH FISHING REGULATIONS FOR ITS 200-MILE ECONOMIC 
ZONE; AFTER ALL, BRAZIL HAD DONE THE SAME THING. HE 
THEN WENT ON TO SAY THAT TO THE BEST OF HIS KNOWLEDGE 
THERE HAD BEEN NO COMPLAINTS BY THE BRAZILIAN FISHING 
INDUSTRY REGARDING THE NEW RULES FOR FISHING OFF FRENCH 
GUIANA. HE FURTHER COMMENTED THAT BRAZIL’S FIRST 
PRIORITY WAS MAKING SURE THAT ITS BOATS WERE FULLY 
EXPLOITING THE SHRIMP OF AMAPA (THE BRAZILIAN TERRITORY 
BETWEEN BELEM AND FRENCH GUIANA). FYI: THE BRA 
7, TUAN FISHING INDUSTRY HAS BEEN UNABLE TO EXPLOIT ITS 
OWN SHRIMP RESOURCES AND PROBABLY WOULD HAVE LITTLE 
INTEREST IN EXPANDING OPERATIONS OFF FRENCH GUIANA. 

END FYI. WHEN ASKED DIRECTLY WHETHER BRAZIL HAD ANY 
INTEREST IN A REGIONAL SHRIMP AGREEMENT, DIDIER EVADED 
THE QUESTION, ALLEGING THAT THIS WAS A QUESTION "TO 
BE RESOLVED IN THE LOS CONFERENCE". 

4. COMMENT. BRAZIL IS UNLIKELY TO YIELD TO "PRESSURE" 

REGARDING AN AREA WHICH HOLDS LITTLE IMMEDIATE INTEREST 
FOR ITS OWN SMALL SHRIMPING INDUSTRY. WE DO NOT BELIEVE 
THE GOB IS CONCERNED OVER POSSIBLE OPERATIONAL 
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DIFFICULTIES OF US VESSELS OR THOSE OF OTHER NATIONS 
MOVING BETWEEN FISHING GROUNDS OFF THE GUIANA COAST 
AND THAT OF NORTHERN BRAZIL. IF ANYTHING, THEY 
MIGHT BE INTRIGUED BY THE POSSIBILITY THAT EEC RESTRICTIONS 
COULD PROVIDE AN INCENTIVE FOR US FLAG VESSELS NOW 
OPERATING OUT OF CAYENNE TO RELOCATE TO BRAZILIAN PORTS, 

AN OBJECTIVE CONSISTENT WITH BRAZILIAN DESIRES TO PROMOTE 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF BRAZIL'S OWN FISHING INDUSTRY SUCH AS THROUGH 

JOINT VENTURES OF US AND NATIONAL INVESTORS. THE 

EEC’S GAMBIT, THEREFORE, IS IRREVELANT IN TERMS 

OF BRAZILIAN CONCERNS AND OBJECTIVES. PUTTING PRESSURE 

ON US OPERATIONS, UNDER THE FRENCH SCENARIO, WOULD BE 

INEFFECTIVE AS A MEANS OF BRINGING THE BRAZILIANS TO 

THE BARGAINING TABLE; THE US HAS NO LEVERAGE TO PERSUADE 

THE GOB TO NEGOTIATE A REGIONAL SHRIMP AGREEMENT CONTRARY 

TO BRAZIL S OWN INTERESTS. END COMMENT. 

CRIMMINS 
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